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And Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine, three
republics of the former Soviet Union, are
now fulfilling their commitments to give up
every one of the weapons they inherited after
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Finally, in
North Korea, our firm diplomacy secured an
agreement that requires that country first to
freeze and then to dismantle its nuclear pro-
gram, all under international inspections.

On a separate note, let me say that our
thoughts, Hillary’s and mine, and I know all
of America’s, are with the family of Chief
Warrant Officer Hilemon, who was killed last
week in a tragic incident in North Korea. We
are pleased that his remains have been re-
turned to his family, and we are hopeful that
his crewmate, Chief Warrant Officer Hall,
will soon be back with his family.

Our steady diplomacy has helped to
achieve real progress on many fronts. But
when necessary, our troops have also proved
themselves ready to defend our national in-
terests, to back up our commitments, and to
promote peace and security. For 3 years, a
brutal military regime terrorized the Haitian
people and caused instability in our hemi-
sphere. It wasn’t until the regime knew our
troops were on their way that finally they
agreed to step down peacefully and to return
power to the democratically elected govern-
ment. Now, under President Aristide, Haiti
is free, democratic, and more secure. Its peo-
ple have a chance to rebuild their nation. Our
hemisphere is more democratic and more
stable, and that’s good for America.

When Iraq again threatened the stability
of the Persian Gulf, I ordered our troops,
ships, and planes to the region to stop a
would-be aggressor in his tracks. In this vital
part of the world, too, we have protected the
peace.

I know all Americans share my pride in
the brave men and women of our Armed
Forces who are standing watch for freedom
and security today and in this holiday season
in Haiti and the Persian Gulf and, indeed,
all around the world. I wish all our troops
could come home for the holidays, but those
who aren’t are doing important work for our
Nation. And as you gather in your homes this
week, I hope you’ll join me in a prayer for
their well-being and the health and happi-
ness of their families.

All around the world, our efforts to build
peace have contributed to progress in solving
what once seemed to be unsolvable prob-
lems. In South Africa, the long night of apart-
heid has given way to a new day of freedom.
In Ireland, after centuries of struggle, a last-
ing settlement between Catholics and Protes-
tants is finally within reach. And in the Holy
Land, so close to the hearts of many of us
at this time of year, Israelis and Arabs are
turning the page on the past and embracing
a future of peace.

Of course, there are still too many people,
from Bosnia to the refugee camps outside
Rwanda, who are plagued by violence and
cruelty and hatred. And we must continue
our efforts to help them find peace. But we
should remember how many people around
the world are moving toward freedom and
how fortunate we are here in America to have
been able to help them to move toward free-
dom. To them, America is a beacon of hope.
They admire our values and our strength.
They see in us a nation that has been graced
by peace and prosperity. They look to us for
leadership and for eternal renewed energy
and progress.

For Hillary and for myself, I want to wish
you and your loved ones a safe and happy
holiday.

God bless you all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:40 p.m. on
December 22 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
24.

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 24, 1994

The President. On this special day, we
send our best wishes to you and your family,
and especially to the families of our service
men and women who are so many miles away
from home this Christmas, doing America’s
work overseas, keeping the peace in the Per-
sian Gulf, and bringing freedom and democ-
racy to Haiti. We salute them as they make
the world a safer place for all of us, for our
children and for future generations.

Hillary Clinton. And we thank all of you
who are giving your time today serving oth-
ers, the police and fire and medical staffs on
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duty and all the mothers and fathers, friends
and volunteers who are caring for loved ones
and neighbors nearby. Thank you all for
spreading good will and for showing what the
true spirit of Christmas is all about.

The President. As 1994 comes to a close,
we wish everyone the joy and peace of this
blessed season and good health and happi-
ness throughout the coming year. Enjoy the
holiday.

Hillary Clinton. And have a Merry
Christmas.

The President. And a Happy New Year.

NOTE: The greeting was videotaped at 1:30 p.m.
on December 16 in the Diplomatic Reception
Room at the White House for broadcast on De-
cember 24. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Dan Glickman To Be
Secretary of Agriculture and an
Exchange With Reporters
December 28, 1994

The President. Good morning. I am very
pleased that Dan Glickman has accepted my
offer to become the next Secretary of Agri-
culture. He comes to the Cabinet after a dis-
tinguished 18-year career representing Wich-
ita and south central Kansas in the House
of Representatives. During that period, he
rose to prominence on the House Agriculture
Committee and became a leading spokesman
for American agriculture and a key architect
of the last four farm bills. His knowledge,
experience, his understanding of the needs
of the American farmer make him exactly the
right person to be Secretary of Agriculture
in 1995 when we will be writing the next
farm bill.

I’ve told Dan that I expect him to continue
being a vocal advocate of the interest of
American agriculture and to carry on the
groundbreaking work done by Secretary
Mike Espy during the last 2 years. I am very
proud of the work that our administration,
under the leadership of Secretary Espy, has
done for America’s farmers and ranchers and
for America’s taxpayers.

Mike Espy has been tireless in his efforts
to expand trading opportunities. I can tell

you as a citizen of the largest rice-growing
State in America, I never thought I would
live to see the day when American rice would
be available in Japanese markets. But thanks
to Mike Espy, it is.

The reorganization that he has put into ef-
fect at the United States Department of Agri-
culture is the most sweeping in 50 years. And
in many ways, it’s the prototype of the plans
we have to streamline the entire Federal
Government to make it work better for the
American people.

Mike Espy has been a partner of ours in
developing the empowerment zones for dis-
tressed rural areas where we try to solve our
most fundamental economic problems by
creating partnerships at the grassroots level
to help people help themselves. When liveli-
hoods and lives were threatened by the awful
floods and natural disasters in the Midwest
and elsewhere, Secretary Espy managed our
agriculture relief efforts with speed, compas-
sion, and confidence. He did a superb job.
In the area of crop insurance, in the area
of food safety, in so many other areas Sec-
retary Espy and his administration were
friends of the American farmers.

I am confident that Congressman Glick-
man will not only carry on the innovations
begun by Secretary Espy but break new
ground in our efforts to increase farm exports
and bridge the differences between rural and
urban Members of Congress.

I can say one thing that has pleased me
greatly over the last year or so, and that is
to travel around America and have farmers
come up to me and say that they now con-
sider the Department of Agriculture a friend
and not a problem in their efforts to produce
food for the United States and for the world.
It will be our goal to continue that as we
work so hard to balance the concerns of
farmers and ranchers, consumers, environ-
mentalists, and others.

I know Dan Glickman will meet this chal-
lenge. He has always been more interested
in solving problems for people than scoring
political points. The many awards and the
recognition he has received from farm
groups, from environmental groups, from
consumers testify to his fairness and to his
ability. I picked him for this job because the
Department of Agriculture and rural Amer-
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